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III.— MUMMY-LABELS IN THE ROYAL ONTARIO 
MUSEUM. 1 

Nearly all archaeological museums now contain mummy-labels 
from Egypt. 2 Although the total number of these objects is 
large, relatively few of them have been published, but even 
these few have made a distinct contribution to our knowledge of 
Demotic names and of the relations existing between the Greek 
and native populations of lower Egypt during the second and 
third centuries A. D. 3 Incidentally an odd label has now and then 
been the means of conclusively identifying some ancient site. 
For instance, the discovery of No. 8 of our collection at K6m 
Ushlm enabled the excavators to identify this place as the 
ancient Karanis. 4 In a similar way Tanis was located. 5 

Mummy-labels are made of a variety of materials, such as 
stone, bronze, faience, papyrus, cloth and wood. Wood is by 
far the commonest, the plane, sycamore, acacia, pine and cedar 
being chiefly employed. 6 The labels are as a rule small rudely- 
cut slabs varying in thickness from five to twenty millimetres. 
They are roughly rectangular in outline, with or without tra- 
peziform offsets at the ends. A common variant of this type is 

1 These were placed at my disposal through the kindness of my friend Mr. 
C. T. Currelly, the Director of the museum. Since this article went into the 
printers' hands he has given me access to three other labels which I hope to 
publish later. 

2 A bibliography of the subject was published by De Ricci in the Rev. 
Arch., ser. 4, V, 1905, pp. 435-442. To this must be added the following 
later publications : H. R. Hall, Proc. of the Soc. of Bibl. Arch., XXVJI, 1905, 
pp. 13-20, 48-56, 83-91, 115-122, 159-165 ; N. Reich, Demot. und gr. Texte 
auf Mumientafelchen in der Sammlung der Pap. Erzherzog Rainer, 1908; 
H. F. Allen, Two Mummy-labels in the Carnegie Museum, Annals of the 
Carnegie Mus., VIII, 1912, 2, pp. 218-221 : id., Five Mummy-labels in the 
Metropolitan Museum, A. J. P., XXXIV, 2, pp. 194 ff. ; G. Lefebvre, Inscr 
gr.-chret. d'Eg., pp. I35-I36|; E. W. Budge, The Mummy, pp. 188-189. 

'See Hall, op. cit., p. 15; Allen, Two Mummy-labels, p. 218. 
* Cf. Grenfell, Hunt, and Hogarth, Fayum Towns and Their Papyri, p. 41 
Arch. Rep. of the Eg. Expl. Fund, 1895-1896, p. 16. 
s Arch. Rep. of the Eg. Expl. Fund., 1901-1902, p. 3. 
6 Merriam, Amer. Jour, of Arch., II, 1886, p. 152. 
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one in which the corners have been chamfered off to a blunt 
point. Less common is the type with a single circular or trapezi- 
form offset above the inscription. Often the wood is more or 
less evenly discolored as with a dark oily substance that possesses 
an odor highly suggestive of hot asphaltum. There can be no 
doubt but that this is due to the bitumen in which, as Bouriant 
tells us, 1 the corpses were plunged in the process of embalming 
in the late period. In some cases the label has become so dark- 
ened as to make it almost impossible to read with any certainty 
an inscription traced upon it in ink or paint. 

The labels were generally tied about the necks of the mum- 
mies 2 and served many purposes, either singly or in combination. 
They were used as documents of identification, shipping-tags, 
bills of lading, letters, and even as memorials. 3 But as their 
chief purpose was to identify, the inscriptions were generally 
made up of such items as were directly pertinent to that end, as 
the name (or names) of the deceased, a patronymic, a matro- 
nymic, other relationships either of blood or by marriage, pro- 
fession, nativity or citizenship, age, date of death, as well as the 
source, destination and route of shipment of the mummy. In no 
single instance are all these elements found together; on the 
contrary, the utmost caprice prevails in combining them. On 
some labels the inscription is reduced to the minimum of a single 
word, the name.* The opposite extreme of unusual fullness of 
detail may be observed in No. 9 of this series. 

It is to be regretted that we know nothing of the circumstances 
connected with the discovery of our labels, save in the case of 
No. 8. 

1. Mummy-label of some coniferous wood ; a combination of 
a document of identification and shipping-tag; probably from 
Akhmlm; a rhomboid 12.6 X 12 cmm.; 5 thickness uniformly 
2.1 cmm.; trapeziform offset at top 11.4 X 1.8 cmm., pierced at 
its line of junction with the body of the label, the hole still retain- 

1 Receuil des Travaux, XI, 1889, pp. 143-144. 

* Wilcken, Arch. Anzeiger, IV, 1889, p. 3; Flinders Petrie, Dendereh, p. 
32 ; Letronne, Egger et Brunet de Presle, Pap. gr. du Louvre, p. 234, No. 
18 bis, 11. 5-6. 

'See De Ricci, pp. 437-438, No. 3; Spiegelberg, Rec. des Trav., XXVI, 
1904, pp. 57-58, No. 4, 11. 3-4. 

* Milne, Cat. gen. du Musee du Caire, Gr. Inscr., 9320; 9332. 
4 These measurements in each case include the offsets. 
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ing a piece of coarse cord ; wood of an uniformly deep brown ; 
uncial letters varying in height from 1 to 5 cmm., rudely punched 
in outline with the point of a burin. 



tA(|>h )\tt 

o XX oo n |\C 

\c ttANlo-H- 
-rrANeXArl J 

NNe KPOTAd) 
ON T 

TtKpfj Ajt I oWavias I Is RavHv jr. I Havexdn 1 v viKpordcp I ov. 

Tatfrrj : " Die Bedeutung des Wortes racpr), welches die Leichen- 
hiille, eventuell den Sarg sammt der Leiche, eventuell Mumie 
bezeichnet, ergibt sich aus dem im Eingange citirten Pariser 
Papyrus 18 bis . . . " ' Trans., therefore, "mummy" or "re- 
mains ". The word is frequently omitted, though implied, as in 
No. 3 (cf. Allen, Two Mummy-labels, pp. 218-219). 

'An-oXXai/iaf : Not uncommon in the Fayum ; for mummy-labels 
see Krebs, 2 62; Spiegelberg, 3 pp. 1* (= Guimet, 1) and 45. 

h: In mummy-labels more usual than «'s, as in Nos. 2, 8, 9 
(but th- in No. 3). h QiXaSeXcpiav (Wessely, Holztaf., 6); cf. 
Reich, Gr. 21; ei\]/ixi (Hall, 19; 20). For 1 = » in papyri see 
Mayser, Gram. d. gr. Pap. aus d. Ptolemaerzeit, pp. 87-88 ; in 
inscriptions, see Schwyzer-Meisterhans, Gram. d. att. Inschr., 
p. 38. 

xiava>: =Uavi>vnoKiv or liai/ojroX«i/, the modern Akhmim (Hall, p. 

48 ; Schmidt, as below). 'Arroios rr)v Ta<f>r)v Is IlavaviroXiv on AiSvfxos 

HavoTro\iTt]s iar\v Atdv/xos vlos naTpi(f>ovTos (Schmidt, Zeitschr. f. Aeg. 
Spr., XXXIV, 1896, p. 80; cf. Krebs, 33) ; Is HavavnoXtas (sic) 
(Reich, Gr. 21). Only Uavi> occurs in Nos. 2, 3, 9 of this series. 
++= n, which is clearly read in No. 2a 4: perhaps an abbrevi- 
ation of n-(pot). or jr(apri), or n(apahos). I can find no other occur- 
rence of the sign in mummy-labels. Ordinarily the consignee 

1 Wessely, Holztafelchen der Samm. d. Pap. Erzh. Rain., V, 1889, p. 14. 

'Gr. Mumienetiketten aus Aeg., Zeitschr. f. Aeg. Spr., XXXII, 1894, pp. 
36-51- 

•Demotische Stud., I, Aeg. und gr. Eigennamen aus Mumienetiketten d. 
R6m. Kaiserzeit, 1904. 
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is indicated by the dat, as vapddos Is navi> ry vim now^Tou (No. 9) ; 
tin-odor *oti tw vl<$ (Reich, Gr. 4). If the sign stands for ■napabos, 
then navex 1 *™ v(Kpor<i<pov will have to be read as datives, as is 
Uparapxov (No. 8 ; see n.). 

navexanv = liavfxarrjv : Here and in Nos. 2 and 9, this name, 
referring evidently to the same man in each case, appears for the 
first time in published mummy-labels, though it is not unknown 
in the papyri ; e. g., Aeg. Urkunden aus d. K. Mus. zu Berlin, 
gr. Urk., Ill, 997, i, 3 : ii, 4, 8 ; 998, i, 3, 9; ii, 2, 5. For 1 = , 
see Mayser, op. cit, pp. 83-84; Schwyzer-Meisterhans, op. cit., 
p. 19; cf. Audollent, Defixionum Tabellae, Paris, 1904, 30, 9. 20. 
24. 38; 242, 43; 159b 26. 

vtKpoTd<f>oi> : So in No. 2b, but vtKpodprov in No. 9. Cf. n. on 

AiorrKopov (No. 2a). 

Translation : Remains of Apollonia (to be shipped) to Panop- 
olis to Panechates the embalmer. Or, if n- = irapdSos — Remains 
of Apollonia (to be shipped) to Panopolis. Deliver to Pane- 
chates the embalmer. 

2. Mummy-label of some coniferous wood; serves the same 
purpose as No. 1 ; probably from Akhmim ; slightly rhomboidal 
in outline, the lower right hand corner being broken off roughly 
at a knot in the wood; dimensions n X 10.4 cmm. ; thickness 
uniformly 2.1 cmm.; trapeziform offset at the top 9.2 X 1.6 cmm., 
pierced at the centre of its line of junction with the body of the 
label ; wood of an uniformly deep brown ; letters same as in No. 
1 ; opisthographic. This label and No. 1 are clearly prepared 
from the same plank and by the same hand. 

A B 



J 



ocKorox 

1 CTTANcO 

ttttAn e 

XATIN 



n ex Po 
tA cp on 



\ 



A. Ta(j>rJ At I oaxopov 1 is Havco 1 n*. Have I x (irlv '» 

B. vtKpo 1 ra(pov. 

Aiocriedpov : A common name in mummy-labels and in the 
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papyri of the Fayftm ; as tooti) (= Ta(f>rf) At<xncdp(o)u Is Uar&nov 
apTiKaitrov ( = apTOKonov ? ) 'EpcreoOri vfKpoTarp(<o) . (Milne, 935^' 

recto) ; nerpavios Acoo-Kopou yva^tis (Reich, Gr. 5). See also Milne, 
9389; Reich, Gr. 2; Fayum Towns, ind., p. 340. The same 
forms of p, Y and P are found in Milne, 9352, recto, just quoted. 

Translation : Remains of Dioscorus (to be shipped) to Pan- 
opolis to Panechates the embalmer. (For the alternative inter- 
pretation, see No. 1). 

3. Mummy-label of soft pine ; serves the same purpose 
as Nos. 1 and 2 ; probably from Akhmim ; rectangular, with 
trapeziform offsets of unequal size at both sides, 18.3 X 8.4 
cmm. ; thickness uniformly 1.2 cmm. ; right offset 5.1 X 2.2 cmm., 
left offset 4.4 X 1.8 cmm. ; each offset is pierced near its centre 
with a hole in which still remain remnants of knotted cord ; wood 
very dark in color and strongly smelling of bitumen; uncial 
letters 1.8 to 1.1 cmm. in height, first outlined with a brownish 
paint and then deeply and neatly incised with a sharp cutting 
edge. |- , 

H KOCTI NAC 
6ICTTAN00 ' 



KooriVar I els Tlavm. 

Koo-nVar: An entirely new name; probably in the gen. after 
(ra<pi?). There are two possible explanations of its origin. One 
(to my mind, the more satisfactory) would trace it to the fern, of 
a cognomen Costinus which appears once in an inscription on an 
amphora now in Bologna (Costini, CIL, III, 12010, 12) and once 
in a Sardinian sepulchral inscription (Cursiuo Costini f. ann. XX, 
De Vit, Onom., s. v.). The other would account for it as a 
plebeian contraction of KwoTavrivas, the reduction of Kava- ... to 
Kor . . . being well attested; as in Ko>rramKos (CIG, IV, 8786; 
9287); Costantinus (CIL, VI, 2457; 3234; 32604; IX, t466o). 
I can find no instance, however, where the interior syllable 
. . . rav . . . is dropped ; furthermore, neither masc. nor fern, forms 
of the name are common before the fourth century, a period to 
which only one mummy-label has been attributed. 1 

Translation: (Remains) of Costina (to be shipped) to Pan- 
opolis. 

1 Krebs, p. 37. 
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4. Mummy-label of some very soft wood, badly chipped and 
decomposed ; a document of identification ; from the Fayum ; a 
rectangle 12.8 X 6.6 cmm., with a trapeziform offset at the left 
side; thickness 1.1 to .9 cmm.; offset 1.9 X .6 cmm., pierced at 
about its centre ; letters uncial in general appearance, first 
sketched in outline with thin perpendicular incisions the edges of 
which were afterwards beveled off. 



^ (j>lA0YAA6^ 

nocATIqaaHc 

1 



$<\ov/ze I vos dnb Mi/?. 

<!>i\ovpepos : Apparently the first occurrence of this name in an 
Egyptian document, Qikovpivr), on the contrary, being frequently 
found. For its use outside of Egypt see CIG I, 191, 13; 192, 
5; 1278; Sozom., H. E., II, 22; Phot., Bib]., 177, 13. The Latin 
transliteration is noted in CIL, IV, 3185; 24136 (?); 24138; 
24139. 

an-d : In mummy-labels this word is often taken to indicate the 
place from which the mummy was to be shipped ; but Wessely 
(Holztaf., p. 15) says, and rightly in my opinion: "Dass dno in 
dem Sinne von 'gebiirtig aus' gebraucht ist, erhellt aus dem 
bestandigen Gebrauche der Papyrus und unserem Holztafelchen 
(i. e. 4) das noun-Xiavof *(Xa8eX(/)i'Tijf bietet." Perhaps sometimes 
it may mean also " citizen of". Either interpretation would fully 
account for the place occupied in the formulae of the labels by 
the phrase with duo, i. e. generally after the designation ol 

parentage, as Harpioi/jiis KoWoirov ftrjTpbs 2«»>KoAai<raros dnb Bopnarj 

(Spiegelberg, Rec. des Trav. XXVI, 1904, pp. 57-58 ; Cf. Milne, 
9348; De Ricci, 5, 6 = Price Coll. of London, 2126, 2127); but 

Occasionally before, as IlKvpis Bt}<740f dwo Nr/oov 'AnoWivaptaSos 2ei<- 

novdri (mummy-label in the Metropolitan Museum, New York, 
No. 10. 130. 1130). 1 

Mijr : A form hitherto unattested, but probably an abbreviation 
of Mi;(rpon-d\«<i>)s-, i. e. Arsinoe, the capitol of the Arsinoite nome; 
for its location see the maps in Wessely, Topographie des Faijum, 
Denkschr. d. K. Akad. d. Wiss. in Wien, Phil.-Hist. KL, L, 
1904, 1. Other abbreviations of the word are found in the 

'Allen, Five Mummy Labels, No. 2b. 
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papyri: M . . . , Aeg. Urk., gr. Urk., II, 561, 1, 7, 11, 13, 16; 
Ht) T . . . ib., I, 217, recto, i, 9, 23 ; ii, 7, 10 ; ib., II, 652, 2 ; m rpo 
... , ib., I, 55, ii, 12; 57, i, 3; OT rpo7r . . . , ib., I, no, 11 ; 115, i, 
13; 116, i, 5. Generally, however, the full spelling is observed. 

Translation: Philumenus of the Metropolis (Arsinoe). 

5. Mummy-label of some coniferous wood : a document of 
identification; from the Fayllm ; a trapezoid 15.7 X 9.2 cmm., 
with a small trapeziform offset at the right ; thickness uniformly 
1.4 cmm.; offset 1.8 X 1.8 cmm., pierced near line of junction 
with the body of the label ; there is a small hole on the hor 
zontal axis and close to the left edge of the label ; uncial letters 
1.8 to 1.1 cmm. in height, punched with a blunt point over 
painted outlines; in the first line the letters are obscured by 
particles of hardened resin or bitumen, while in the last line they 
are shallowly punched and badly worn. 



iciA-Oopoc 
l/v\/\Z|A(AC 

WTAHCIXpXCOXil 






lo~i8a>pos I vios I Ma£tpas 1 ApTrarjaiyos) Xpv<rox€p{Lov)' 

'\aibmpos : A very common name in this department and in 
papyri ; as 'lo-ibapov <pi\oo-6<j>ov (Krebs, 33) ; cf. Milne, ind., and 
see Spiegelberg, Dem. Stud., I, p. 16*, name No. 101. This 
name and its fem. form are thoroughly Egyptian, built as they 
are on the name of the deity 'io-is- (Spiegelberg, ib., p. 47). 

vl6s: In such connections the word may be used or omitted at 

will ,' as KXaidios Kokav8os vios Aioo-Koparos (De Ricci, 4) ; Ai8vfios 
vios HarpixovTos (Schmidt, p. 80) ; Xlerpcovios Aiocrxopov (Reich, Gr. 
5); TakrjTos narpos 'UpaKOs (Letronne, 18 bis) ; JleKvo-is HeKvo-tos 

p.i)Tp6s ~s.tuTiuTos (De Ricci, 6 = Price Coll., London, 2127). 

Magipas i found only here in mummy-labels, but occasionally in 
papyri; as Fayum Towns, 125, 5. 

'Apn-arjot : = ' Apiraijo 10s. Case-endings and case-constructions in 
Egyptian proper names are very frequently disregarded in the 

Vulgar departments ; as Ta^aeif 'hpp.tvo-is Qvyarepa Tare/iyaTl dSfXcprjs 

Sepvpts Kal 'Hpavi (Reich, Gr. 20) ; cf. Krebs, 62 ; Wilcken, Gr. 
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Ostraka aus Aeg. und Nubien, II, Nos. 413-418, 420. The name 
is attested in mummy-labels in Milne, 9287, and in Spiegelberg, 
Dem. Stud. I, p. 5*, name No. 21 (= Guimet, 4), and is of very 
frequent occurrence in the ostraka (Wilcken, Gr. Ost., II, ind.). 
According to Spiegelberg (ib., p. 45) the name conies from the 
Demotic H a r-p a - e s e , and signifies " Son of Horus ". 

Xpvaoxfp(iov) : Or perhaps Xpvo-oxet(plov). This cannot be xp v ~ 
o-oxov, as the next to the last letter can be only «, and as the last 
mark might be either t or part of p. Xpwoxepios is found as a 
cognomen, " the gold-ringed " in 'Sapantav 'Epfiatvicov Xpvooxepiov 
(Le Blant, 81) ; in CIG, III, 4970a it is uncertain. Cf. the cog- 
nomina Xpv<rap.irv£, Xputnjvios, Xpvcrooropos (Bechtel-Fick, Gr. Per- 
sonennamen, p. 466 ; Pape, Gr. Eigennamen, s. vv.). 

Translation: Isidorus son of Maxima (and) Harpaesis (called 
the) Gold-ringed. 

6. Mummy-label of some coniferous wood ; a document of 
identification; from the Fayum ; an almost regular rectangle 
18.6 X 8.4-7.8 cmm., with trapeziform offsets at the sides ; thick- 
ness 1.8 cmm.; right offset 4.6 X 1.6, and left, 4.6 X 1. 9 cmm., 
each pierced at the points where their lines of junction with the 
body of the label meet the horizontal axis ; letters, mostly 
square, 1.5-1. cmm. in height, roughly punched with a blunt 
point over painted outlines. 



J 4>9EV [TKL 

o AAKON AT1Q> 

„ -HNoMOVN'e^ 



ojc 



$6tvs Tit 1 clKrov airo 1 ¥ipopotW I <»r. 

<b8eis : Also in Reich, Dem.-Gr. 1 ; Revillout, Planchettes 
bilingues trouv€es eI Sohag en Th€baide, Rev. Egyptol., VI, 
1891, pp. 43-45, 100-101; VII, 1892, pp. 29-38, No. 14; Spiegel- 
berg, Dem. Stud., I, p. 36, name No. 406, where it is derived 
from the* Demotic p-t e w, " the wind ". 

TkqX/coc: New and unexplained name. 1 The cross-bar of X is 
drawn with paint only. 

1 Professor Spiegelberg writes me : " Ich kann Ihnen leider zu Tmkitov 
keine Aufklarung geben. Wie sich aus den Sammlungen von Herrn Dr. 
Preisigke und meinem eigenen Material ergiebt, ist der Name neu". 
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•i-ivofxovveas : First appearance in mummy-labels ; but better 
Vivapoivtas, from trtvafiovvK , the name of an Arsinoite village, 
which is not to be confused with *«/a/ioO*«, the personal name, 
although sometimes spelt the same (Flinders Petrie Pap., 58, e, iii, 
14; 117, a). Frequently the gen. of this word appears in -tor, 
instead of -ear, the regular ending in Egyptian place-names in -ir 
(Mayser, op. cit., p. 264). For o = a see ib., pp. 60-61 ; Schwyzer- 
Meisterhans, op. cit., pp. 16-20; Robinson, Inscr. from the 
Cyrenaica, A. J. A., XVII (1913), No. 2, p. 171, has a number 
of other valuable references on this phenomenon. *«>- repre- 
sents the Old Egyptian pa-si-n, " the sea of . . . ", and often 
appears as a prefix in place-names ; as VivapCa (Wessely, Gr. 
Texte zur Topographie Aeg., 113, 18): ¥i» = -Vivapia (ib., 113, 
1); *i«i'peo)r(ib., 15,8; 114, 2; 138, 20); VivTaxu (Fayum Towns, 
Il 9> 9< 33; 2 3°>' 2 48)« ¥u>apoBwr means "the sea of Ammon ".' 

Translation : Phtheus Tkalkon of Psinamunis (Ammonsea). 

7. Mummy-label of hard wood; a document of identification; 
from the Fayllm ; rectangular, 18.4 X 7.4 cmm., with trapeziform 
offsets at the sides; thickness uniformly 1.7 cmm.; each offset 
2.2 X 2.6 cmm., pierced at about its centre; wood of an even 
deep brown; uncial letters very irregular in their dimensions, 
first painted in outline and then roughly but deeply incised ; 
a plain border 5-8 cmm. in width and consisting of a single incised 
line follows the entire contour of the label. 



rexucic eyrA 

THPCHM AP-' 
GB [ lUC6N^J£ 



1 A^m€X£ 



TtXOHTts OvydlTrjp ^rjvap t. i{$ia>(T€v \-Kt\. Li5 Me^c(ip). 

Tfx<i>o-i?: This form of the name is found only here and in No. 9 
in published mummy-labels; the same person may be referred 
to in both instances. For its occurrence in papyri see Ox. Pap., 
VIII, 1 121, 3; Flinders Petrie Pap., [66, a, ii, 25; 117, d, 3]. 
The form Tex«<"r is noted in Milne, 9341 ; Ox. Pap., Ill, 482, 
24-25; and TeKMf, Kenyon, Gk. Pap. in Br. Mus., 1883, p. 154; 

1 I am indebted to Professor Spiegelberg for this explanation. 
29 
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Ill, pp. 233 ff. Professor Spiegelberg writes : " Ich glaube, dass 
beide Natnen identisch und Varianten von TtKva-tt (Pap. Lond., 
Ill, IV, ind.) sind. Der Name bedeutet " die Aethiopin ". Cf. 
Spiegelberg, Dem. Stud., I, p. 26*, name No. 190. 

Bvyarrip : As in Reich, Gr. 20, quoted under n. on 'Xpnaffai, 
No. 5 ; cf. use of vUt, No. 5. 

2,tjvap '•. = 2fvap * ; perhaps an abbreviation of 'Ztvapvimhos or 
2evap(T>js, the commonest of a large number, of fern, names 

beginning in 2evap — , as . . . yrjvti, . . . ep-ijcpit, . . . c'tij, . . . it, 

. . . pwats, . . . (Tirjais, . . . rat, . . . tiSus (Spiegelberg, Dem. Stud., 
p. 28,* name No. 253, where see variants . . . €£#(V)»f, . . . uS8u, 
. . . u<»f). This name is read in Milne, 9392 ; Krebs, 64; 70; De 
Ricci, 5 = Price Coll., London, 2126. Reich (p. 16) derives it 
from the Demotic Senharyotis, which is composed of the roots 
sen-Har-wod and means " Daughter of Horus-is-healthy ". For 
i) = « see Mayser, op. cit., pp. 62-64 ; Schwyzer-Meisterhans, 
op. cit., p. 19, § 10, 7, n. 96. For parallels to the sign of abbre- 
viation (/) used here see Prentice, PubL of an Amer. Arch. 
Exped. to Syria, III, nos. 120; 122; 181 and elsewhere passim, 
where the sign strongly resembles a sigma (f); also Robinson's 
review of the work, A. J. P., XXX, 2, p. 205. 

iBiatiTtv; Such details, common to mummy-labels in general, are 
found only here in this series. 

L : Here = ?rij, but in the next line = erow. 

18" : The fourteenth year of an emperor whom we cannot 
identify (see, however, infra, p. 25). There are other similar 
instances in Egyptian documents of the omission of the name of 
the reigning emperor (or king) ; e. g., L &' Kaiaapot &app.(oZ0i.) k 
(Milne, 9202); L hj" m«x*'/> ~a (Krebs, 24; cf. ib., 23, 27); L t D 
Mf^fip k (Milne, 9201); see Hall, 58; 59. On the other hand, 
the name of the emperor is specified in Milne, 9355 ; 9358. 

M«x«0'p) : The sole instance of this abbreviation in published 
mummy-labels. This curtailment of the word and the waiving 
of the rule that prescribes indication of the day of the month are 
due mainly to lack of space ; cf. L i/3 Uavvi (De Ricci, 4) ; L e" 
Mevopr) (ib., 6 = Price Coll., London, 2127). 

Translation : Techosis daughter of Senar(yotis). She lived 
25 years; she died in the month Mecheir of the year 14. 

8. Mummy-label of some hard wood ; a shipping-tag ; from 
K6m Ushim in the Fayum; a roughly cut rectangle 16.6 X 9-7 
cmm., pierced at about the middle of the left side ; average 
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thickness 1.3 cmm.; irregular letters 1.9-1.3 cmm. in height, 
deeply cut out with a sharp edge and rather epigraphical in 
character. This is the label by which Hogarth identified K6m 
Ushtm as the ancient Kapavis (see p. 437, n. 4). 



j ~M 

ATToAOCTT P 

©o/tapxo n ic 
Tapani aato 
^ya picitoy ^ 

A-nohos Up I dtrapxov Is I Kapavl&a to 1 v Apo~i(vot)Tov. 

anobos: " Deliver" or " ship ", as in an-oSor fori ra vim (Reich, 
Gr. 4) ; cf. ib., Gr. 20b ; Hall, 68; Wessely, Holztaf., 3. Simi- 
larly 80'r in 80s Sfv . . . . pot Bvyarrtp 2ev Reich, Gr. 22b) ; 

irapaSos (No. 9, infra; /3<iX« in /3a'X« Is Kfp/cij (Wilcken, Arch. An- 

zeig., No. 2a) ; ck^oXijv volr)aai (ib., No. 2b). For nirodot 

used in the same sense in the papyri see Fayum Towns, 
126, verso. 

Tlpmrapxov : = Uparapxai (so in Fayum Towns, p. 41). It is not 
probable that this is a pure ace, as it is against the regular usage 
for the name of the defunct to appear in the ace. after dnoSos or 
other expressions of like content. That nparapxor was felt as a 
dat. is apparent when one compares it with the datives in the 
quotations of the previous note. This seems to be an instance of 
the encroachment of the ace. on the dat., a phenomenon that 
began to show itself about 300 A. D. (see A. N. Jannaris, An 
Historical Greek Grammar, p. 341, 1348). Upmrapxas occurs 
here for the first time on mummy-labels. 

Kapaviba : A village, often noted in papyri, situated in the north 
of the Fayum (see Wessely, Top., pp. 82 ff.). 

roil ' Kpo-i(vot)Tov (vopoi) : I can find no other instance of this 
abbreviation ; 'Apo-i — , however, is very common in Fayum 
papyri, e. g., Fayum Towns, 24, 1 ; 26, 1 ; 31, 3; 32, 4; 33, 1 ; 
41, i, 1 ; ii, 1 ; 42, 2. For that reason I count — poi— as the part 
of the word dropped, instead of — ivo — . In Wilcken, Arch. 
Anz., No. 4, the reading is roO 'Apo-evotrov ; but ib., No. 1, it is row 
, Apo-ii'[o]etrou vop.ov ; cf. Wessely, Holztaf, No. 1. 
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The engraver of our label by mistake began but did not finish 
an iota before the sigma of 'Ap(ri(vot)rov. 

Translation : Ship (to) Protarchus in Karanis of the Arsinoi'te 
nome. 

9. Mummy-label of soft pine ; combined shipping-tag and 
document of identification ; probably from Akhmim ; a rectangle 
25 X 10.2 cmm., with a trapeziform offset at each side ; thickness 
•9~.7 cmm.; right offset 5.8 X 2.9 cmm.; left, 5.1 X 2.9 cmm.; 
each offset pierced at about its centre; regular uncial letters 
1.3 cmm. in height, first traced in black ink or paint and then 
carefully punched with a narrow chisel. 



r~J 



n APAkOC I C fTA N (1) ~RU 

YiwrrANeXAToYNe , 

o KPoAPToYTHNTAty% 

^ AAeA4>HNT6xa;ci<: ^, 

Uapddos Is Hav<i) Ta>(t)I viw(i) Tiav€\dTov vfiKpodprov rrjv 
raKrjV {=TaKt)v or Ta(pr)vi)\ a8i\<pi]v Tf^axrtrl ya/ioiaa lepa/ca c 

napa&os : " Deliver " or " ship ", like an-dSor (No. 8 ; see n.). It 
appears elsewhere in mummy-labels only in . . . napdSes 'Av8ea- 
rart (Wilcken, Arch. Anz., No. 2a) where irapdSa = n-apdSo?. 

Cf. top \oipov <a\ to B(\(f>aKta ra /3 icaXa irapdSos Tpr)yopiia ro> fiaycip<o 

. . . (Papiri Greco-Egizii, II, Pap. Fiorentini, No. 166). See 
No. 1, n. on4f=TT. 

TLavexdrov: See No. I, n. 

ve Kpoaprov '. Cf. veKporacjiov (No. i). 

Tiji' Taxrjv : Are we to read tokt/p = racprjv or TamjK = tHkiv ? Ac- 
ceptance of the first reading involves glozing over the obvious 
phonetic difficulty of k for 0, a difficulty which the engraver may 
have felt himself, as the superfluous and partially corrective stroke 
on the k seems to indicate. A parallel to this reading is seen in 
an-oSo* tjjc ra<pf)v h nav<J>viro\iv (Schmidt, p. 80). Acceptance of the 
second reading is in violation of the custom of never putting the 
name of the deceased in the ace. after dn-dSos and its synonyms 
(see No. 8, n. on npmrapxov). Moreover, there are no instances 
in this department of the article being used in this relation to a 
proper name. The occasional confusion of t) and 1 would account 

for TaK-qv = Tokiv, as TpiKardvrjS = TpiKardvie (Le Blant, 49) ; cf. the 
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converse phenomenon, Uav^ riv = nm>*x" T V (Nos. I ; 2). In the 
main, the first reading, in spite of the phonetic difficulty, squares 
more closely with our knowledge of the language of mummy- 
labels. For the name Tokis see Aeg. Urk., gr. Urk., II, 532, 5. 

dfifX^^v: If rdicrjv = Tukiv, the apposition is norma), but if t<jkiji/ = 
Ta<f>r)t>, the apposition serves in the stead of a regular gen. Cf. 
Reich, Gr. 20, quoted in No. 5, n. on 'Apn-aijo-i. 

T«X<B<nr yafiova-a : See No. 7. n. Owing to the uncertainties 
involved in rfjv rax^v and to the compressed character of the 
language, several interpretations offer themselves here. One 
would read, " the remains of (his) sister ", i. e. of Panechates' son, 
Tf^mo-ir yafiovo-a 'Upaica then following in the nom. as a detached 
identification in loose apposition to dSeX^ijK. This, however, lacks 
the support of probability, as the nature of the inscription would 
lead to the belief that Panechates' son was to receive these 
remains in his capacity as embalmer, and not as a relative of the 
deceased. Another interpretation would read, " the remains of 
the sister of Techosis", the wife of Hierax", t^wo-i? yapovaa 
being construed as genitives in intention, for not uncommonly 
does the gen. in Egyptian names stand in -« for -tor, thus coin- 
ciding in form with the nom. (Mayser, op. cit., pp. 117; 148; 
Robinson, op. cit., p. 170 and references); this coincidence may 
account for the form of ya/ioOira. A third interpretation would 
be identical with the second, save that " Takis " would be substi- 
tuted for "the remains of". Still another would regard yafioiaa 
as an ace. in agreement with TaKtjv or A&(\<f>qv. For the loss of 
final -c, especially in the ace. sing, in -a» of the a-declension see 
Mayser, op. cit., p. 192 ; as the article generally accompanies the 
nouns thus affected, Mayser rightly holds this to be a phonetic, 
not a syntactical phenomenon. This last interpretation is weak 
in that it is contrary to the normal procedure of specifying the 
more important relationships first. In our translation we have 
adopted the second interpretation because it presents the fewest 
difficulties. 

■yajuouo-a : See previous n. This relationship is elsewhere in- 
dicated by ywij, as in Milne, 9348 and Hall, 55. 

'Upana: Cf. Letronne, p. 234, 18 bis; Spiegelberg, Dem. Stud. 
I, p. 16*, name No. 93. Hall (p. 16) explains the name as a 
translation of the Egyptian Pabekis, "the Hawk", i. e. Horus. 

v : Only v is certain, probably the initial of a word in 

contracted form indicating the occupation or official standing of 
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'ti pa£, as vopi.oypa<t>ov (Milne, 9312); vavK\r)pov (Le Blant, 54); or 

perhaps voptKov, voraplov, vofidpxrjv (j>6p.ap\ov). 

Translation : Ship to Panopolis to the son of Panechates, the 
embalmer, the remains of the sister of Techosis, the wife of 
Hierax, the (lawyer?). 

Date. 

Seeing that we know practically nothing of the conditions 
connected with the finding of these mummy-labels, we have, with 
three exceptions, only epigraphical characteristics as guides to 
dating them. On these grounds all save Nos. 7, 8 and 9 must 
be assigned indiscriminately to the second and third centuries of 
our era, the period to which belong all such objects with the 
rarest exceptions (see p. 437, n. 3). No. 7 can be dated some- 
what more closely, as it bears an indication of date that restricts 
our attribution to those emperors of the above period who 
reigned at least fourteen years. The list of possible emperors 
includes Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, Marcus Aurelius, Corn- 
modus (who reckoned his accession from 176 when he joined 
Marcus Aurelius on the throne), Septimius Severus, Caracalla 
(who reckoned his accession from 198 when he joined Septimius 
Severus), Diocletian and Maximian (see Liebenam, Fasti Con- 
sulares Imperii Romani, pp. 105-118). Of these we can set 
aside Trajan, as being probably too early, and Diocletian and 
Maximian as too late. We think it likely therefore that this 
mummy-label was prepared sometime in the period between the 
accession of Hadrian and the death of Caracalla, i. e. between 
117 and 217 a. D. If the Techosis of this label and of No. 9 be 
the same person, then the two labels must have originated not 
many years apart. Presumably the latter is the older, as its 
text seems to warrant the inference that Techosis was still alive. 
Indeed it is only natural to identify the remains of the dead by a 
reference to living kin. In No. 8 the substitution of the ace. for 
the dat. of the ind. obj. is very likely to point to a year subse- 
quent to 300, and in any case to a point not long prior. This 
label therefore can safely be attributed to the close of the third 
or to the early part of the fourth century a. d. 

W. Sherwood Fox. 

Princeton University. 



